CITY OF FULTON
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 23, 2026 - 5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers
REGULAR MEETING
The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Shane Malone at 5:30 p.m.
On roll call, Alderpersons Burggraaf, King, Mask, Ratcliff, Suehl, and VanKampen were present. Alderpersons Boonstra and Wilkin were absent. City Administrator Sikkema, City Attorney Huizenga, Chief of Police Hermes, Community Service Officer Wherry and City Clerk Wade were also in attendance. A quorum was present.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
There were no presentations or appointments.
 Communications from Visitors – Fulton resident, Kevin Heun, addressed the Council with concerns about a property on 14th Avenue that is violating City ordinance for a fence and a lot of debris in the yard.
Mr. Heun also raised concerns regarding stop signs at 10th Avenue & 12th Street and 10th Avenue & 9th Street. Vehicles are not stopping completely or not at all. He is concerned for children’s safety as these are both busy intersections by a school and a park. He would also like the City’s Police Department to enforce no parking within 15’ of a stop sign. Chief of Police Hermes acknowledged his concerns and suggested possible solutions, such as flashing stop signs and increasing patrol.
Mayor Malone asked for motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from February 23 and March 9, 2026, City Council meetings, and the bill list.
Alderperson King made the motion. Alderperson Burggraaf seconded.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderperson Boonstra and Alderperson Wilkin were absent.)
Motion carried.
Mayor Malone asked for a motion to approve and vote on the Fulton American Legion 42 to hand Veteran’s banners on the light poles on 4th Street in downtown Fulton.
Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson Suehl seconded.
A discussion was held on the length of time the banners would be hung, likely Memorial Day to Veteran’s Day. Public Works would be able to hang them and take them down.
Dutch Days banners will be hung from mid-April through the festival held May 1 and 2, 2026.
Alderperson Burggraaf asked to table this motion. Alderperson Ratcliff would like to see an ordinance or some sort of policy regarding hanging banners on the downtown light poles.
The Council discussed the fact that the City has got to be fair with anyone asking to hang banners. It was decided to vote on hanging the Dutch Days and Veteran’s banners for a one-time test run.
On roll call.
Alderpersons Burggraaf, Alderperson King, Alderperson Mask, Alderperson Suehl, and Alderperson VanKampen voted yes. Alderperson Ratcliff voted no. Alderpersons Boonstra and Alderperson Wilkin were absent.
5 yes, 1 no, 2 absent
Motion carried.


Committee of the Whole - Discussion
Discussion was held on a TIF extension.
City Administrator Eric Sikkema stated that extending the TIF would require would require the City to go in front of IL State Representative Spain and IL Senator, Arellano. This will be on the agenda for a vote at the next meeting.
Discussion was held on City-wide garage sale dates. It was decided Spring sales will be May 7, 8, 9, 2026.
Discussion was held on new Council member packets. There needs to be updates to the current information for newly elected officials, such as the chain of command flow chart.
Committees were discussed and Mayor Malone requested to have an agenda and at least one actionable item for Council before scheduling a meeting and they should not be a repetitive (automatic) month to month.
The mayor shall appoint the membership of all standing and special committees and shall designate the Chairman thereof. Every committee shall consist of three members including the Chairman, unless the Council shall provide otherwise.
Committee Reports – 
Reports were in the packet for the Economic Development Committee. Alderperson Mask spoke of the upcoming Semi Quincentennial celebration, stating what events are being planned for this July. Alderperson Mask is also asking for any suggestions for the celebration.
 The Historical Society report was included in the packet.
Alderperson Comments –
Alderperson Burggraaf, moving forward, would like to have a banner policy or banner permit form for hanging banners on the downtown light poles.

Mayor Malone asked to entertain a motion and a second to go into closed session to discuss personnel, litigation or property.
Alderperson King made the motion. Alderperson VanKampen seconded.
On roll call, all yes. Motion carried.
Closed session began at 6:22 p.m.
Mayor Malone asked for a motion to exit closed session and re-enter the open meeting at 6:42 p.m.
Alderperson King made the motion. Alderperson Ratcliff seconded.
A quorum was present. On roll call, all yes.
Mayor Malone asked for a motion and a second to adjourn this meeting.
Alderperson King made the motion. Alderperson Mask seconded.
All in favor, all yes. Meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Tori Wade, City Clerk
