CITY OF FULTON
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES (Amended v.2)
August 25, 2025
5:30 p.m.
City Council Chambers
REGULAR MEETING
The City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Shane Malone at 5:30 p.m.
On roll call, Alderpersons Boonstra, Burggraaf, King, Mask, Ratcliff, Suehl, VanKampen and Wilkin were present. City Administrator Sikkema, City Attorney Huizenga, Business Manager Hamling, Police Chief Hermes, Assistant Public Works Director Foster, Community Service Officer Wherry, Liquor Commissioner Grant and City Clerk Wade were also in attendance.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Presentations – 
Teila Thommen, from OnMedia, presented to the Council a marketing strategy plan for Fulton. She gave an interesting presentation regarding Fulton’s strengths and challenges, current marketing efforts, opportunities, our target audience and financial context,
She informed the Council of the various media outlets OnMedia would use to promote Fulton. The Council thanked her for her presentation.
Appointments – 
Mayor Malone announced the official appointments of Brandon Snyder and Brandon Knott to fill the vacancies on the Zoning Board of Appeals. The Council agreed.
Communication from Visitors – 
There was no communication from visitors.
Consent Agenda – 
Mayor Malone asked for a motion to approve the regular meeting minutes from August 11, 2025, meeting, the Bill List and the Treasurer’s Report dated July 31, 2025. 
Alderperson Wilkin made the motion. Alderperson King seconded.
Discussion was held to clarify a couple of questions on the bill list.
On roll call, all yes.
Motion carried.

CURRENT BUSINESS
[bookmark: _Hlk189657413]Mayor Malone asked for a Motion to Approve and Vote on the Tourism Coordinator position.

Alderperson Burggraaf made the motion. Alderperson Boonstra seconded.

Discussion was held of the role of a Tourism Coordinator and how that person would work with Grow Clinton. This position would be part-time, paid out of the hotel/motel tax.

On roll call, all yes.

Motion carried.

Committee of the Whole -

Discussion was held on the request from Barak and Tami Wierenga asking the Council for an A liquor license. They had given their business plan presentation at the last Council meeting. This is only for discussion at this point because the City does not have an A license to give right now.

Discussion continued to whether or not add an A license. There was no vote. Vote will be held at the next Council meeting.

City Administrator, Eric Sikkema, informed the Council that he has a quote from Geoform International, Inc. for the purchase of a dredger to use at the Fulton Marina. This dredger would be owned and operated by the City to be used whenever the need to dredge the Marina arises. City Administrator Sikkema was going to meet with a representative from Clinton Marina to discuss possibly sharing this equipment.

The cost quoted is a total of $135,110.00 for the dredger and related equipment needed to operate.

The quote does not include a custom equipment trailer at a cost of $14,500.00.

Adam Wherry, CSO and Zoning Officer, informed the Council of the Illinois Property Maintenance Code, rental inspections.

Wherry thinks it is a good idea to have this in place for the safety of the renters and the property owners. Discussion was held on who would be responsible for enforcing the new inspections. In the early stages, it could be handled by the employees we have right now.

Committee and Department Head Reports - 

Minutes were reviewed from the Personnel Committee meeting. Alderperson Burggraaf informed the Council of a few changes that were made to the job description for the Tourism Coordinator.

Alderperson Mask went over the Historical Society report. She said that the Martin House Museum is in good shape financially. There are some projects that need to be done as far as upkeep on the property. The City would supply the labor and the Historical Society would pay for the cost of materials. They’re looking to replace the driveway and repair the flower bed on the east side of the house.

Mayor Malone asked for a motion to go into closed session to discuss personnel, litigation or property at 6:25 p.m.

Alderperson Mask made the motion. Alderperson Boonstra seconded.

On roll call, all yes.

Mayor Malone asked for a motion and a second to exit the closed session and re-enter the open meeting at 7:03 p.m.

Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson Suehl seconded.

A quorum was present.

Mayor Malone asked for a motion to amend and vote on City Ordinance #1764.

Alderperson Ratcliff made a motion to remove the verbiage from the amended ordinance; under Section Two; Exemptions: (b) He would like to remove the verbiage “prior to June 1, 2025”

There was no second.

Motion not carried.

Mayor Malone asked for roll call to vote on the amended ordinance as presented.

On roll call:

Alderpersons Burggraaf, Mask, Suehl, and Wilkin voted Yes.

Alderpersons Boonstra, King, Ratcliff, and VanKampen vote No.

The vote ended in a tie. Mayor Shane Malone voted Yes.

Motion to Amend Ordinance #1764, carried.

Mayor Malone asked for a motion and a second to adjourn this meeting.

Alderperson King made the motion. Alderperson VanKampen seconded.

All in favor, all yes.

Meeting adjourned at 7:11 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tori Wade
Clity Clerk

