CITY OF FULTON
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
February 10, 2025
5:30 p.m. - City Council Chambers
Regular Meeting
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Keith King at 5:30 p.m. On roll call, Alderpersons VanKampen, Mask, Wilkin, Banker and Burggraaf were present. Alderpersons Boonstra and Brondyke were absent. City Attorney Huizenga, Police Chief Hermes, Liquor Commissioner Grant, Community Service Officer Wherry, Public Works Director Sikkema, Business Manager Hamling, Seargent Hamilton, and City Clerk Wade were also in attendance. 
Mayor Pro-Tem King advised the Council that he will be a voting member at this meeting.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Presentations –  New Fulton Police Officer, TJ Spencer, introduced to the Council. 
Appointments – None
Recognitions – None
Communication from Visitors. (Any communication that is NOT on the agenda for consideration.) 
Mayor Pro-Tem King asked for a motion to approve the Council meeting minutes from January 27, 2025, the Bill List, the Addendum to the Bill List and the Treasurer’s Report.
Alderperson Burggraaf made the motion. Alderperson VanKampen seconded.
Alderperson VanKampen had a question on the Bill List regarding the Police Dept. phones. Alderperson Mask questioned asked about the $16,000.00 paid to Willett Hofmann and Associates. Public Works Director, Eric Sikkema, explained that it is for this summer’s project. (7th Ave. to 14th St.)
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Boonstra and Brondyke were absent).
Motion carried.
Current Business – 
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to approve and vote on Ordinance Amending Chapter 111, Section 111-07 to Clarify and Affirm Issuance of a Liquor License to Cheers Corner, Inc.
Alderperson Wilkin made the motion. Alderperson Burggraaf seconded the motion.
The amendment was to clarify the issuance of the license per Attorney Zollinger.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Boonstra and Brondyke were absent.)
Motion carried.
Committee of the Whole - Discussion
Discussion was held on the property of Ron Baker, 611 6th Avenue, Fulton. Vacate alley.
Discussion was held on Cannabis Funds to balance the budget and the division of those funds for next year’s budget. Eric Sikkema recommended a 50% - 50% split between infrastructure and transfer to the General Fund. This needs to be approved by May 1, 2025.
Discussion was continued on a one-way or two-way street for 4th Street. Eric Sikkema will try to get the video from Willett Hofmann showing the different scenarios for this project. Eric stated that Council will need to make a decision soon. Alderperson (and downtown business owner) Jackie Wilkin stated that it is the consensus that the downtown business owners want 4th Street to be a one-way. Sikkema will invite Willett Hofmann to the next City Council meeting. More information and visuals need to be available to the public. They need to be aware of the extra parking that this will bring to the downtown area. 
The discussion on Dan Dolan’s liquor license was put on hold until a later date.
Discussion was held on the probability of compensating members of the Zoning Board of Appeals for their time attending meetings. Tammy Garibay, former Business Manager, had brought this up at an earlier meeting. It was decided to turn it over to the Finance Committee.
Discussion was held on “flipping” the direction of Pleasure Park. It would be a better park for players and fans. Eric Sikkema will look into the cost of fencing. Public Works can easily do the work.
Discussion was held on the Police Vehicle Fund. Police Chief Hermes would put the PD vehicles on a rotation so that keeping the fleet of vehicles will be cost effective for the yearly budget and keep newer, reliable vehicles for the department. These funds could possible be in part, from the Cannabis fund and/or funds from the new Business Registration fees. Hermes will continue to pursue this.
Discussion was held on the purchase of a 2024 Chevy Truck for the Police Department. Police Chief Hermes was given permission by the Council to pursue this purchase. The Council will vote on this at the next meeting.
Discussion continued on downtown vendors and the possibility of parking on the lot at 4th St. & 10th Avenue. Police Chief Hermes gave input and well as other Council members as to ideas used for that space, possible family fun nights.
The City is still waiting to here from the appraiser on the Fulton Marina appraisal.
Tori Wade, City Clerk and a Caretaker at Heritage Canyon gave a yearly report on the status of completed projects at Heritage Canyon for year and what goals are there for the next year. Eric Sikkema told the Council that the roofs on the Church and the Covered Bridge will be replaced this year with galvanized metal roofing. Also, a new water wheel will be purchased for the lower pond.
It was decided to review the 2025-2026 budget at the Feb. 24 meeting and vote at the March 10, 2025, meeting.
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a Motion to go into Closed Session.
Alderperson Mask made the motion. Alderperson VanKampen seconded it.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Boonstra and Brondyke were absent.)
Motion carried. Council went into Closed Session at 6:47 p.m.
Returned to Regular Meeting 7:11 p.m.
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to Approve and Vote on former Chief Bartel’s request for compensation from on-going litigation.
Alderperson VanKampen made the motions. Alderperson Mask seconded it.
The Council discussed the amount to counter-offer. City Attorney Huizenga gave her advice to the Council.
It was suggested a $20,000.00 offer to Chief Bartels. 
Upon roll call, all yes. (Alderperson Boonstra and Brondyke were absent.)
Motion carried.
Mayor Pro Tem King  asked for a motion to Approve and Vote on the hiring and compensation of a new City Administrator.
Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson Wilkin seconded it.
Public Works Director, Eric Sikkema, was appointed City Administrator.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Boonstra and Brondyke were absent.)
Motion carried. 

Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to Approve and Vote on the compensation for the City’s Business Manager.
Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson Wilkin seconded it.
Business Manager, Aley Hamling, was granted extra compensation, now the former Business Manager Garibay has retired.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Boonstra and Brondyke were absent.)
Motion carried. 
Motion to adjourn.
Alderperson Mask made the motion. Alderperson VanKampen seconded.
All yes.
Adjourned at 7:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Tori Wade, City Clerk.

