CITY OF FULTON
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
February 24, 2025
5:30 p.m. - City Council Chambers
Regular Meeting
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Keith King at 5:30 p.m. On roll call, Alderpersons VanKampen, Mask, Boonstra and Burggraaf were present. Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent. City Attorney Huizenga, Police Chief Hermes, Liquor Commissioner Grant, Community Service Officer Wherry, City Administrator Sikkema, Business Manager Hamling, Amanda Fosdick, City Treasurer and City Clerk Wade were also in attendance. 
Mayor Pro-Tem King advised the Council that he will be a voting member at this meeting.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Presentations – Ryan Eissens presented to the Council his plans for building townhouses on the Unity Christian School property on the 1100 block of 11th Avenue in Fulton. He explained the type of housing that will be built, the materials and the approximate cost of each unit. He would ask that the City construct a road to accommodate this project. These townhouses will not be rental units. There will be no HOA fees. The Council will take his request under consideration.
Dan Dolan addressed the City Council once again, explaining his request for a liquor license. 
Appointments – Mayor Pro Tem King introduced three new appointments for the City of Fulton. Chad Hermes has been named Chief of Police, Eric Sikkema, appointed City Administrator, Aley Hamling as Business Manager and Logan Foster as Assistant Public Works Director.
Recognitions – None
Communication from Visitors. (Any communication that is NOT on the agenda for consideration.) 
Mayor Pro-Tem King asked for a motion to approve the Council meeting minutes from February 10, 2025, and January 31, 2025, Treasurer’s Report.
Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson Boonstra seconded.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent).
Motion carried.
Current Business – 
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to approve the Resolution for Maintenance Under the Illinois Highway Code (MFT).
Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson  Boonstra seconded.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent.)
Motion carried.
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to approve the purchase of a 2024 Chevy Truck for the Fulton Police Department from Karl Chevrolet in the amount of $71,000.00 turn-key. Upgrading it to a patrol car plus docking station, Axon camera, prisoner cage and rifle rack.
Alderperson Boonstra made the motion. Alderperson Mask seconded.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent.)
Motion carried.
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to approve the Petition to Vacate an Alley. Ron Baker property at 611 6th Avenue, Fulton.
Alderperson Mask made the motions. Alderperson Burggraaf seconded.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent.)
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to approve and vote on the split of the Cannabis Funds, 50% for Infrastructure and 50% transfer to the General Fund for the 2025/2026 budget.
Alderperson VanKampen made the motion. Alderperson Burggraaf seconded it.
City Attorney, Rebecca Huizenga, will create a new Ordinance for this.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent.)
Mayor Pro Tem King asked for a motion to approve the Zoning Board of Appeals Petition for Paul and Michelle Figie, 1709 4th Street, Fulton, IL.
Zoning Officer Wherry explained to the Council the specifics of their request. Mainly, the structure being taller and larger than the zoning rules allow.
Alderperson Mask made the motion. Alderperson Boonstra seconded the motion.
On roll call, all yes. (Alderpersons Banker, Brondyke and Wilkin were absent.)

Committee of the Whole - Discussion
Discussion was continued on a one-way or two-way for 4th Street. City Administrator Eric Sikkema gave the Council traffic numbers. Engineers from Willett Hofmann and Associates showed the Council a video presentation of what each of these would look like. It clearly showed the flow of traffic and the number of parking spaces. The direction won’t change until Phase 2 of this project. Chief of Police Hermes stated that he feels a one-way going North is the safest direction.
Council members were asked if there were any questions on the proposed 2025/2026 Budget. There were none. The budget will be voted on at the March 10 City Council meeting.
Continue discussion regarding Dan Dolan’s request for a liquor license. He could start with a B1 and apply for an A license at a later date.
Regarding the compensation for Zoning Board of Appeals Committee members. There are 7 members now, and if needed, a Council person can sit in for an absent member. It was decided that no compensation will be paid. The committee meets very infrequently. Area towns do not pay their Zoning committee members.
The Council agreed on the new payroll schedule presented by Aley Hamling, Business Manager. It would change all employees payroll from Mondays to Fridays. This would provide for 4-days for payroll processing rather than the current 4-hour window. The Council agreed.
The Marina appraisal should be ready by March 4, 2025, at a cost of $4,000.00. 
Committee Reports:
The Finance and Personnel Committees met jointly on Feb. 3 & 7, 2025, to discuss personnel. These were both in closed session.
The Liquor Committee reported that the liquor license fees will be raised up to $750.00. The fees have not been raised for years. These licenses are renewed on May 1, 2025. All new businesses will be required to address the Council and present a business plan. The Liquor Commissioner will make sure liquor license holders are compliant with the Basset rules of operation.
Motion to adjourn. All yes.
Adjourned at 6:50 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Tori Wade, City Clerk
